
 

 

Veere 
 
 
Veere is in the south western part of the Netherlands: Zeeland. It is a province that consists of a 
number of islands (hence its name “sea land”) wherein a large portion of it is below sea level but 
‘reclaimed’ over time from the sea by the locals as they formed man-made hills, dikes, and more. 
Which is called the Oosterscheldekering: the largest of the 13 Delta Works made by Netherlands. 

The name  Veere means "ferry": Wolfert Van Borssele established a ferry and ferry house there in 
1281. This ferry he called the "camper-veer" or "Ferry of Campu" which soon became known as "de 
Veer". That same year Wolfert built the castle Sandenburg on one of the dikes he had built. On 12 
November 1282, Count Floris V. thereupon issued a charter by which Wolfert received the 
sovereignty to the land and castle with the ferry and ferry house. From that time on Wolfert was 
given the title of Lord Van der Veer. Veere received city rights in 1355. 

Veere has different inland marinas. A marina is a dock with moorings for small boats and yachts. 
Just beside the marina is The Grote Kerk (Big Church). The tower is somehow unfinished (dating 
back from 1348) as it was intended to be 3 times taller than it is now. Beside the church, there is a 
cistern (water reservoir)  built in 1551 by the order of Maximilian of Bourgondy for the benefit of 
the Scottish wool merchants and this reservoir has a magnificent capacity of 2000 hectoliters 
(approx 45000 imp. Gallons). 

Take a walk to the Campveerse Tower and see more of the Veerse Lake. The Tower is Veere’s 
monumental defense tower built in the 15th century in order to protect the port of the town. A big 
fortress tower and 2 adjoining wings perpendicular to each other; the short wing is built along the 
water where  the longer wing was built in 1700. In the 16th century, it was turned and used as an 
inn and coastal light. Today, the tower (as one of the oldest surviving taverns in the country). Veerse 
lake, a lagoon was separated from the North Sea in 1961 by the Delta Works system. In 1953, a 
catastrophe happened to Netherlands (also affected were Belgium, England, Scotland) and it was 
called as the “North Sea Flood” or Watersnoodramp. Caused by a heavy storm, the Netherlands that 
has 20% territories below sea level was the most affected as it resulted to 1,836 deaths and 
widespread property damage—it was actually the province of Zeeland that was struck the most. In 
order to prevent this from happening again, this had lead to the Netherlands majestic construction 
of the protective Delta Works an extensive system of dams and storm surge barriers. The Delta 
works are worth a visit too: https://www.neeltjejans.nl/en/delta-works/ 

https://www.neeltjejans.nl/en/delta-works/


 

This city’s town hall is small but beautifully Gothic-styled, with its tower 
bells dating back to the early 16th century. Next to it, you will see Het Oude 
Huis (The Old House) a red-brick one which is one of the oldest houses in 
Veere; you will spot it immediately since it’s decorated. Nearby, you would 
even see the Koningin Beatrixbrug or Queen Beatrix Bridge, which as the 
name suggests, was built in honor of the Queen of the Netherlands who reigned in 1980 until her 
abdication in 2013. 

One of the notable attractions in Veere is the Museum de Schotse huizen (Museum of Scottish 
Houses). This museum pays attention to the centuries-old relationship of  Veere with Scotland. Veere 
was once the center of profitable wool trade between Scotland and the Low Countries after Veere 
won the staple rights on Scottish wool in 1541 (meaning that it has to be purchased there before 
being allowed to be one sale somewhere else). Naturally, these gave Scottish people a lot of privileges 
and their connection was even strengthened after Mary Stewart (daughter of King James I of 
Scotland) married Wolfert VI van Borsele, the Lord of Veere in 1444.  

The Admiralty of Veere) was set up as a result of the Ordinance 
on the Admiralty of 8 January 1488 to create a central naval 
administration in the Burgundian Netherlands. To this was 
subordinated the Vice-Admiralty of Flanders in Dunkirk. In 
1560 under admiral Philip de Montmorency, Count of Hoorn, 
this admiralty relocated near Ghent. In 1561 the Habsburg 
naval forces were moved to Veere. Veere functioned as the 
staple port for Scotland between 1541 and 1799. In Scotland 
it was known as Campvere. Flemish architects Antonis 
Keldermans and Evert Spoorwater designed the Grote Kerk, the 

fortifications, the Cisterne and the town hall. During this period the cultural centre was located at 
Sandenburgh castle, the residence of the noble Van Borsele and Van Bourgondië families. Court 
painter Jan Gossaert van Mabuse worked here. The poet Adrianus Valerius lived and worked in the 
city from 1591. In the 17th and 18th centuries, Veere was a prosperous trading city, with 750 
houses inside the city walls compared to about 300 in 2013. 
 

You can take a walk around Veere on the city walls, a nice historic walk 

 http://www.wandelenlangskusten.eu/Nederland/Zeeland/Veere.php 

The church in Veere,  

by Jan van der Heyden 
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Middelburg 
 
The name Middelburg comes from being the middle borough (‘middelste 
burcht’) on Walcheren island in the 9th century. The time of the Viking invasions of Europa when 
defensive ramparts were built around the island, so the central settlement acquired the name 
Middelburg.  

 
 
During the days of the Dutch East India Company (‘VOC’) Middelburg was 2nd to Amsterdam the 
most important town in the Netherlands. In the space of 2 centuries, some 300 sea-faring ships 
were built in the town’s shipyards. Everywhere in the town centre you’ll see buildings which evoke 
the golden days of the trade with Asia in spices, cloth and ceramics.  
 
There are still 1,100 national monuments in the centre, having survived the very destructive times 
of the WW2. Until 1574, the Abbey of Middelburg was a monastery. This ended after the Siege of 
Middelburg when the Abbey was taken over by the governing body of Zeeland. Today’s provincial 
authorities still operate from it. Next to it  is the Zeeuws Museum and the Town Hall. The museum’s 
rich collection on the history of the province includes a set of unique and world-famous tapestries 
depicting sea battles in the 16th century.  



 

Also part of the Abbey complex are the Koorkerk, the Nieuwe Kerk and the 
iconic Lange Jan tower. You’ll see its 90 metres soaring about the town from 
a great distance away. You can climb the 207 steps up to a spectacular view 
over the town and the entire island of Walcheren.  
 
 
 
The Town hall of Middelburg’s 
construction began in 1452 
supervised by several generations of 
the Flemish family of architects 
Keldermans and completed in 1520. 
A facade with gothic windows, red-white shutters, smaller turrets and 25 statues of Zeeland's 
counts and countesses. The building has one main tower, which they call 'Malle Betje'. Because it 
used to run behind the town's other clock tower, the 'lange Jan'. A meat-auction or 'meathall' used 
to be situated in the building, with a separate entrance.  
 

 
 
The town hall's interiors burnt down entirely on May 17, 1940 during the WWII bombardments. 
Like most of the old town center of Middelburg, Old paintings and documents were lost, the exterior 
remained. A large restorative campaign lasted till late 20th century. The gothic facades were 
restored and a new building was added into the interiors fitting the traditional gothic style. The 
architects van Heeswijk from The Hague and van Beveren supervised this reconstruction. The town 
hall is still used for weddings and since 2004 in use by the University College Roosevelt, the local 
university. Heading down the Lange Vielle shopping street, is the Kloveniersdoelen building with 
its Flemish gables. Built in 1607, it has served as a place for target practice for marksmen 
(‘kloveniers’) and as a military hospital. 
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